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TO  TIIE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  much  pleasure  in  presenting  to  you  my  Annual  Report 
on  the  health  and  sanitary  condition  of  the  district  for  the  year 
ending  December  31st,  1904. 

The  health  of  the  district  has  not  been  quite  so  satisfactory  as 
last  year,  the  death  rate  being  somewhat  higher,  yet  with  the 
exception  of  a serious  outbreak  of  Small  Pox  the  other  infectious 
diseases  have  not  increased. 

VITAL  STATISTICS. 

BIRTHS. 
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Quarter 
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Total. 

Males 
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94 

44 
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DEATHS. 
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63 
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13 

17 
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62 

32 

23 

38 

32 

I25 

POPULATION. — The  population  up  to  December  31st.  I 
estimate  at  7,016. 

BIRTHS. — During  the  year  there  were  registered  183  births, 
and  of  these  89  were  Males,  and  94  Females,  as  compared  with  176 
last  year.  With  an  estimated  population  of  7,016,  the  birth  rate  is 
26.o  per  1000  of  the  population  as  compared  with  25.2  last  year. 
This  birth  rate  with  the  exception  of  last  year  is  the  lowest  I can  find 
for  the  last  11  years.  It  is  also  lower  than  the  birth  rate  for 
England  and  Wales,  which  is  27.9  per  1000  of  the  inhabitants.  The 
birth  rate  in  the  district  for  the  3 previous  years  wras  28.1  in  1901, 
29.8  in  1902  and  25.2  in  1903.  This  declining  birth  rate  seems  a 
' common  feature  over  all  England. 
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ILLEGITIMACY — There  have  been  7 Illegitimate  births  viz, 

5 Males  and  2 Females.  This  is  an  increase  of  5 on  last  year  when 
there  were  2 viz,  1 Male  and  1 Female. 

There  have  been  13  Stillborn  Children  buried  at  the  Cemetery 
during  the  year. 

DEATHS. — The  deaths  registered  during  the  year  numbered 
125  or  37  more  than  last  year.  Of  these  deaths  68  were  Males  and 
62  were  Females,  which  gives  a death  rate  of  17.5  per  1000  of 
the  inhabitants.  The  death  rate  for  the  5 previous  years  was  15.4, 
14.8,  13.9,  14.2,  and  12.6.  This  is  also  higher  than  the  death  rate 
for  England  and  Wales  which  is  [6.2.  Many  deaths  however  have 
occured  in  aged  people  and  a few  this  year  have  occurred  from 
Infectious  diseases  viz,  14  as  compared  with  7 last  year.  One 
death  was  registered  at  94  years,  5 at  80  and  upwards,  and  17  at  70 
and  upwards. 

Five  inquests  have  been  held  by  the  Coroner  in  the  district 
during  the  year. 

There  has  been  one  death  reported  of  a resident  outside  the 
district  which  is  not  included  in  my  estimate  of  deaths. 

INFANTILE  MORTALITY.— The  deaths  registered  under 
5.  years  were  18  as  compared  with  11  last  year  and  xo,  15,  and  17 
the  three  preceeding  years.  The  number  of  deaths  registered  under 
1 year  was  26  the  same  as  last  year  and  32,  25,  and  28  the 
preceeding  3 years.  There  is  therefore  little  or  no  improvement  to 
be  reported  on  preceeding  years.  The  Infantile  Mortality  for 
England  and  Wales  is  146  per  1000  and  132  in  .1903  per  1000. 

ZYMOTIC  DISEASES. — Under  this  heading  there  have 
been  notified  more  cases  than  last  year  viz,  98  as  compared  with 
68  last  year.  This  however  is  accounted  for  by  an  outbreak  of 
Small  Pox  in  the  district.  In  regard  to  Scarlet  Fever  there  would 
have  been  a considerable  diminution  had  not  an  outbreak  taken 
place  in  a private  Institution  viz,  the  House  of  Mercy,  no  less  than 
20  cases  out  of  33  occuring  there.  All  the  cases  were  however  of 
a mild  type  and  no  death  resulted  from  the  outbreak. 

In  regard  to  the  Small  Pox  several  cases  were  of  a severe  type 
and  two  cases  proved  fatal. 


Owing  to  the  prevalence  of  Small  Pox  in  our  immediate 
neighbourhood  the  Council  deemed  it  advisable  to  erect  an 
additional  Hospital  to  accomodate  6 more  Males  and  6 Females. 
This  was  completed  in  about  3 weeks  time  and  gave  us  ample 
accomodation  and  thus  gave  us  complete  control  of  the  outbreak. 
I take  this  opportunity  in  thanking  the  members  of  the  Council  for 
the  facilities  they  have  afforded  me  in  dealing  with  the  outbreak. 
As  this  Township  unlike  some  of  our  neighbours  is  well  proctected 
by  vaccination  this  no  doubt  warded  of  the  outbreak  to  a great 
extent. 

There  were  9 cases  of  Enteric  Fever  reported  as  compared 
with  6 last  year  and  2 of  these  cases  as  in  last  year  proved  fatal. 

SMALL  POX. — During  the  year  there  have  been  notified  36 
cases  of  Small  Pox,  as  compared  with  1 1 last  year. 

Two  cases  were  reported  in  February,  two  in  June,  one  in  July, 
eight  in  September,  fourteen  in  October,  five  in  November,  and  four 
in  December.  On  the  first  cases  arising  a special  report  was  drawn 
up  by  me.  Weekly  reports  have  been  sent  to  the  Local  Government 
Board,  as  also  to  Dr.  Kaye,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  West  Riding. 
No  Register  was  kept  until  September  at  the  Hospital,  but  I have 
kept  a record  of  them  and  give  them  in  detail. 

Case  i. — Reported  on  February  5th.  Female,  age  25  years. 
Removed  to  Hospital  same  day.  Modified  Small  Pox.  Had 
not  been  Vaccinated  since  childhood.  4 Vaccination  Marks 
almost  imperceptible. 

Origin  : Had  been  in  contact  with  a case  in  Dewsbury,  where 
the  disease  was  very  prevelant. 

Result  : Recovery  after  3 weeks  in  Hospital. 

Case  2. — Reported  on  February  29th.  Female,  age  28  (Sister  of 
case  No  1).  Removed  to  Hospital  same  day.  Modified  Small 
Pox.  Had  not  been  Vaccinated  since  childhood.  Vaccination 
Marks,  3 in  number,  very  faint. 

Origin  : Contact  with  sister,  whom  she  nursed. 

Result  : Recovery  after  3 weeks  in  Hospital. 
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Case  3. — Reported  on  June  2nd.  Female,  age  26.  Removed  to  the 
Hospital  same  day.  Modified  Small  Pox.  Had  not  been 
Vaccinated  since  childhood.  Vaccination  Marks,  4 in  number, 
almost  obliterated. 

Origin  : Had  been  visiting  an  infected  district.  Probable 
contact. 

Result  : Recovery  after  3 weeks  in  Hospital. 

Case  4. — Reported  on  June  3rd.  Male,  age  42  years.  Removed  to 
the  Hospital  same  day.  Confluent  Small  Pox.  No  Vaccination 
Marks  visible,  although  he  said  he  was  Vaccinated  in  childhood. 
He  was  a navvy,  and  had  been  on  the  tramp  for  several  weeks, 
during  which  time  he  visited  many  infected  areas  and  people. 
Result  : Recovery  after  six  weeks  in  Hospital. 

Case  5. — Reported  July  14th.  Female,  age  31  years.  Removed  to 
Hospital  same  day.  Modified  Small  Pox.  Had  not  been 
Vaccinated  since  childhood.  3 faint  Vaccination  Marks. 

Origin  : Could  not  be  traced. 

Result  : Recovery  after  2 weeks  in  Hospital. 

No  more  cases  occured  after  July  until  September  27th,  when 
a Register  was  kept,  and  from  this  I append  the  details  of  the 
remaining  31  cases. 

During  the  27th  and  28th  of  September  eight  cases  of  Small 
Pox  were  notified,  viz  : 6 females  on  the  27th,  and  2 males  on  the 
28th.  All  the  cases  were  Modified  Small  Pox,  with  the  exception 
of  2 of  the  females,  these  being  Confluent.  The  cases  were  at  once 
removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital  at  Addingford.  All  the  contact 
cases  were  re-vaccinated  and  the  houses  disinfected.  The  ages  of 
the  females  were  (in  the  order  of  their  notification),  13  years,  15 
years,  60  years,  19  years,  36  years,  and  32  years  respectively.  The 
ages  of  the  males  were  25  and  21  years.  In  none  of  the  cases  had 
they  been  vaccinated  since  childhood.  All  these  cases  were  members 
of  the  Salvation  Army,  and  had  attended  meetings  held  in  a tent 
erected  in  a field  by  the  Salvation  Army,  where  Special  Services 
were  held. 


On  enquiry  I found  that  the  tent  was  removed  to  Horbury  from 
an  infected  township,  where  similiar  Service  had  been  held  in  it,  and 
also  several  members  of  the  Salvation  Army  came  from  Dewsbury, 
Ravensthorpe,  etc.,  (infected  areas),  and  took  part  in  the  Services. 
This  in  my  opinion  was  the  origin  of  the  outbreak. 

The  first  case  (girl  age  13),  had  been  attending  St.  Peter’s 
Schools,  and  had  no  medical  man  in  attendance,  and  from  certain 
information  I received,  I visited  the  house  and  found  it  to  be  a case 
of  Modified  Small  Pox.  On  information  I also  received  I visited  the 
house  of  the  girl,  age  15,  who  had  no  medical  attendant  and  found 
this  was  also  a case  of  Modified  Small  Pox.  I advised  the 
authorities  of  St.  Peter’s  Schools  to  close  the  Sunday  and  Day 
Schools  for  a period  of  14  days,  and  this  was  done,  and  the  School 
was  disinfected  by  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  sprayed  with  Formaline. 
All  the  contact  cases  were  kept  under  observation  by  me.  In 
October  14  more  cases  were  notified,  and  these  in  my  opinion  were 
the  result  of  contact  with  some  of  the  previous  cases,  they  mostly 
residing  indwellings  in  close  proximity  to  the  former  cases.  Five 
cases  were  notified  in  November,  and  4 in  December,  and  these 
cases  were  dealt  with  as  in  the  former  cases.  Some  of  these  cases 
were  undoubtedly  imported  from  the  surrounding  districts,  viz  : 
Ossett,  Dewsbury,  Ravensthorpe,  etc.,  where  intercourse  of  the 
people  is  very  frequent,  and  was  a fertile  source  of  infection. 

In  connection  with  this  outbreak  great  difficulty  was  experienced 
by  the  Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself  in  getting  the  clothing  of  the 
contacts  disinfected,  as  we  have  no  steam  disinfector.  This  was  laid 
before  your  Council  by  me  and  the  matter  was  at  once  taken  in  hand 
and  is  about  to  be  rectified  A great  difficulty  was  experienced  also 
in  finding  a suitable  place  in  receiving  the  contacts  while  the  houses 
were  being  disinfected,  and  this  will  also  have  to  be  dealt  with. 

During  the  year  the  number  of  contact  cases  kept  under 
observation  by  me  were  200. 
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In  referring  to  the  extract  from  my  Register,  which  I have 
placed  in  my  report,  you  will  at  once  find  a striking  testimony  to  the 
protective  influence  of  vaccination.  Out  of  31  cases,  4 never  had 
been  vaccinated,  and  all  suffered  severely  from  Confluent  Small 
Pox.  Of  the  36  cases  reported,  not  a single  case  had  been  vaccinated 
since  childhood. 

SCARLET  FEVER.— During  the  year  33  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  have  been  notified,  as  compared  with  35  last  year.  Only  13 
of  these  cases,  however,  occured  in  private  houses,  the  remaining 
20  having  occured  in  a private  institution,  and  all  occured  in  the 
month  of  December.  As  we  have  no  Scarlet  Fever  Hospital,  this 
gave  rise  to  some  anxiety.  Fortunately  the  Institution  (House  of 
Mercy),  is  a large  one,  and  we  were  able  to  isolate  the  cases  with  the 
aid  of  the  Carr  Gate  Hospital.  Wakefield,  where  a few  cases  were 
taken,  some  6 cases  being  received  there.  As  there  was  a laundry 
in  connection  with  this  Institution,  it  was  closed  for  several  weeks 
after  consultation  with  Dr.  Kaye,  the  Medical  Officer  of  the  West 
Riding,  as  also  was  the  School,  which  is  on  the  same  ground  but 
not  attached  to  the  House  of  Mercy.  The  building  was  also 
thoroughly  disinfected  under  the  superintendance  of  your  Sanitary 
Inspector.  But  for  this  unfortunate  outbreak  at  the  House  of 
Mercy,  the  township  would  have  been  comparatively  free  from 
Scarlet  Fever.  All  the  cases  were  of  a mild  type  and  no  deaths 
occured.  In  every  case  the  houses  were  visited  by  the  Sanitary 
Inspector  and  disinfected. 

MEx^SLES. — A few  cases  of  Measles  have  occured  during  the 
year,  5 of  which  proved  fatal  from  this  disease  and  its  complications. 
As  this  disease  is  not  a notifiable  one  in  this  district,  I am  unable 
to  state  the  number  of  cases. 

TYPHOID  FEVER — There  have  been  notified  during  the 
year  8 cases  of  Typhoid  Fever,  as  compared  with  6 the  previous 
year.  Two  of  these  cases  proved  fatal.  Three  of  the  cases  occured 
in  one  house  at  Horbury  Junction.  This  house  on  inspection  by  the 
Sanitary  Inspector  and  myself,  was  found  to  have  defective 
drainage,  and  the  cellar  was  flooded  in  rainy  weather  and  smelt 
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badly.  This  property,  I am  informed,  was  originally  a large  barn 
which  was  converted  into  3 dwelling  houses.  This  nuisance  was 
reported  to  your  Council  and  remains  to  be  dealt  with. 

In  the  other  cases  the  private  gullies  were  blocked,  but  in  no 
case  was  the  milk  supply  or  the  water  supply  accountable  for  the 
cases.  Every  precaution  was  taken  as  to  the  disinfecting  of  the 
excreta,  which  was  collected  in  air  tight  pails  and  removed  to  the 
Sewage  Farm  and  there  buried.  As  several  complaints  have  been 
made  as  to  the  blocking  of  private  gullies,  the  Council  have  decided 
that  in  future  they  will  be  cleaned  by  their  own  workmen. 

DIPHTHERIA  AND  MEMBRANOUS  CROUP.— Six  cases 
of  Diphtheria  have  been  notified,  and  3 of  Membranous  Croup.  Of 
these  2 proved  fatal  All  the  houses  were  inspected  on  their 
notification,  and  the  drainage  and  milk  supply  was  found  satisfactory 
except  in  one  instance.  In  this  case  a well  supplied  the  household, 
and  this  on  examination  was  found  to  contain  a small  amount  of 
sewage  which  had  percolated  into  the  well  from  an  open  drain 
passing  close  to  the  well.  This  drain  has  now  been  remedied,  and 
in  the  conrse  of  a few  months  I shall  take  another  sample  and  submit 
it  for  analysis. 

DIARRPICEA. — Diarrhoea  has  been  more  prevelant  this  year 
than  last,  and  there  were  5 deaths  registered  as  due  to  this  cause. 

PHTHISIS. — Two  deaths  have  been  registered  from  this  disease 
as  compared  with  5 last  year,  and  9 and  8 the  two  previous  years, 
so  that  this  shows  an  improvement  on  the  two  previous  years.  As 
certain  of  the  predisposing  causes  to  this  disease,  viz  : overcrowding 
damp,  and  badly  ventilated  dwellings  are  to  some  extent  being 
abated  by  the  erection  of  new  houses  complying  with  your  new  Bye 
Laws,  this,  I hope,  may  account  for  the  decrease.  Various  notices 
have  also  been  circulated  as  to  the  danger  of  expectorating  in 
public  conveyances  and  public  places 

BACTERIOLOGICAL  DIAGNOSIS  OF  DISEASE.  - 1 
take  this  opportunity  of  expressing  my  thanks  to  the  Bacteriological 
Department  of  the  West  Riding  County  Council  for  the  facility  they 
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have  afforded  the  medical  men  of  this  district  in  clearing  up  any 
doubtful  diagnosis  in  cases  of  infectious  disease.  I regret,  however, 
this  opportunity  has  not  been  more  utilized,  especially  in  cases  of 
Diphtheria  and  Enteric  Fever. 

SANITARY  DEPARTMENT.— A great  many  nuisances 
have  been  reported  and  dealt  with,  for  full  details  of  which  I reier 
you  to  the  report  of  the  Sanitary  Inspector. 

I must,  however,  call  attention  to  the  inconvenience  which  has 
been  caused  by  the  shortage  of  water  which  hastoccured  during  the 
last  year.  This  was  a very  serious  matter  in  connection  with  the 
Small  Pox  outbreak,  the  Addingford  Hospital  supply  being  cut  off 
on  several  occasions. 

I am,  gentlemen, . 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ALF.  TENNYSON  BROWN. 


EXTRACT  FROM  SMALL  POX  REGISTER 
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TABLE  I. 

Vital  Statistics  of  Whole  District  during  1904  and  Previous  Years. 
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TABLE  III. 

Cases  of  Infectious  Disease  notieied  during  the  Year  1904. 


TABLE  IV\ 


Causes  of,  and 

Ages 

AT, 

Death  during 

T9O4. 

Causes  of  Death. 

Deaths  in  or  Belonging  to  whole 
District  at  Subjoined  Ages 

All 

Ages 

Under 

1 

1 and 
under 
5 

5 and  15  and 
under  under 
15  25 

25  and 
under 

65 

65  and 
up- 
wards 

Small-pox 

2 

0 

O 

O I 

I 

O 

Measles 

5 

0 

3 

Whooping-cough 

2 

1 

1 

Diphtheria  and  mem- 
branous croup 

2 

2 

Enteric  Fever 

2 

I 

I 

Diarrhoea 

5 

4 

I 

Enteritis 

5 

3 

2 

Puerperal  fever 

I 

1 ; 

I 

Phthisis 

2 

1 

I 

Other  tubular  diseases  . . 

3 

3 

Cancer,  malignant 

disease 

3 

3 

Bronchitis 

7 

3 

2 

2 

Pneumonia 

26 

7 

8 

6 

5 

Pleurisy 

1 

1 

Premature  Birth 

4 

4 

Diseases  and  accidents  of 
parturition 

1 

1 

| 

Heart  diseases 

6 

4 

2 

Accidents 

4 

I 

3 

All  other  causes 

44 

16 

1 

2 I 

9 

i5 

All  causes 

I25 

40 

18 

4 2 

32 

29 

13 


ANNUAL  REPORT 

OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES. 


TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 

Gentlemen, 

I have  pleasure  in  submitting  to  you  my  report  on  the  work 
done  in  this  department  during  the  year  ending  December  31st  1904. 
The  following  is  a list  of  the  Nuisances  dealt  with. 


No.  of  Houses. 

Abated. 

Defective  Drainage 

12 

12 

Eaves  Spout 

12 

12 

Without  Sink 

4 

4 

Defective  Ash  Pits 

45 

45 

Privy  Accomodation 

40 

40 

Insufficient  Ventilation 

1 

1 

Leaky  Roofs 

5 

5 

119  119 

No.  of  Legal  Notices  served  33. 

No.  of  Buildings  erected  and  completed  : — 

23  Dwelling  Houses 
6 Wooden  Buildings 

1 Powder  Store 

2 Additions 
23  W.  C’s. 

8 Privy  Middens 

2 New  Streets  have  also  been  laid  out,  1800  Lin.  Yds.  of 
Drainage  has  been  passed,  all  of  which  was  constructed  with 
Cement  Joints. 
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36  cases  of  Small  Pox  were  removed  to  the  Small  Pox  Hospital 
and  the  houses  and  bedding  disinfected  and  over  200  Contact  Cases 
were  kept  under  observation  for  14  days,  notice  being  sent  to  the 
Employers  in  order  to  prevent  further  spreading  of  the  disease. 

Along  with  other  infectious  diseases  55  houses  were  disinfected 
with  Sulphur  Dioxide  and  Formalin,  The  House  of  Mercy  and 
Church  and  Wesleyan  School  disinfected  throughout  three  times 
and  the  Co-operative  Hall  once. 

EXCREMENT  REMOVAL  AND  SCAVENGING. 

This  work  has  been  efficiently  carried  out  by  your  own  staff  of 
men  who  also  undertake  to  cleaning  out  of  all  private  gullies. 

I am  pleased  to  note  that  Water  Closets  and  Dry  Ash  Pits  or 
Bins  are  being  adopted  in  almost  every  case  instead  of  the  old- 
fashioned  Privy  Midden. 

The  Middens  are  emptied  about  every  5 weeks,  and  Ash  Bins 
weekly. 

HOUSE  TO  HOUSE  INSPECTION.— About  80  houses 
were  inspected  at  the  beginning  of  the  year,  but  owing  to  the 
outbreak  of  Small  Pox  it  had  to  be  abandoned. 

The  number  of  Canal  Boats  inspected  whilst  passing  through 
this  district  was  43,  all  of  which  were  in  passable  condition,  no 
illness  of  any  kind  being  found  on  Board. 

The  whole  of  the  1 1 Slaughter  Houses  and  24  Dairies,  Cow 
Sheds,  and  Milkshops  have  been  inspected  at  intervals,  all  of  which 
are  fairly  satisfactory  and  whitewashed  as  required. 

I am,  gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

ARTHUR  E.  RADCLIFFE,  A.M.I.M.E., 

Inspector  of  Nuisances. 
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TO  THE  CHAIRMAN  AND  MEMBERS  OF  THE 
HORBURY  URBAN  DISTRICT  COUNCIL. 


FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1902. 
Gentlemen, 

Under  the  Act  the  whole  of  the  workshops  have  to  be 
periodically  visited.  This  is  a list  of  the  number  of  trades  employing 
more  than  two  persons. 


Number  of  trades  coming  under  the  above  Act. 


5 Milliners  and  Dressmakers 

1 Boot  and  Shoe  Maker 
4 Joiners 

2 Painters 

3 Blacksmiths 

2 Wheelwrights 

3 Tailors 

1 Botanical  Brewer 

6 Rag  Merchants 

2 Bat  Makers 
1 Clogger 

1 Tinner 
i Plumber 


Persons  employed. 
24 

4 
14 

10 

11 

5 
8 

4 

61 

4 

2 

2 

3 


*52 

All  these  workshops  comply  with  the  Act  in  regard  to  cubic 
space.  There  were  no  cases  of  overcrowding,  and  all  are  in 
satisfactory  condition. 

Number  of  Bake-houses  5.  Persons  employed  8. 

All  these  are  in  a very  clean  state,  and  well  within  the 
requirements  of  the  Act. 
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FACTORIES. — These  are  15  in  all,  and  the  requirements  in 
regard  to  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire  are  fiairly  satisfactory. 

Paper  Mills  ...  ...  ...  ...  1 

Cloth  Manufacturers  ...  ...  3 

Worsted  Spinners  ...  ...  ...  3 

Mungo  Manufacturers  ...  ...  ...  2 

Athletic  Goods  Manufacturers  ...  ...  1 

\V  e have  the  honour  to  remain, 

Your  obedient  servants, 

A.  T.  BROWN,  M.B., 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 


ARTHUR  E.  RADCLIFFE,  A.M.I.M.E., 

Surveyor  and  Inspector  of  Nuisances. 


